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Bike Tourism 
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Some	
  Bike-­‐Friendly	
  
District	
  Ideas	
  
• Free	
  community	
  rides	
  –
Rediscover	
  Your	
  Bike,	
  
Kidical	
  Mass…	
  

• Free	
  basic	
  repair	
  inside	
  
bike	
  shops	
  –	
  new	
  
customers	
  and	
  sales	
  

• Free	
  bike	
  portraits	
  
• Free	
  bike	
  valets	
  
• Bike	
  and	
  helmet	
  
giveaways	
  

• Informal	
  bike	
  share	
  



Great	
  for	
  Tourists,	
  
Too:	
  
•  Ample	
  bike	
  parking	
  

•  Discounts	
  for	
  bicyclists	
  

•  Bike	
  map	
  with	
  routes	
  
and	
  ameniDes	
  

•  Bike	
  info	
  on	
  tourism	
  
and	
  district	
  websites	
  

•  Free	
  bike	
  repair	
  stands	
  
and	
  air	
  pumps	
  



Some	
  Posi=ve	
  
Outcomes:	
  
• Increased	
  ridership	
  –
customers,	
  business	
  
owners,	
  employees	
  	
  

• PosiDve	
  media	
  =>	
  more	
  
customers,	
  new	
  
businesses,	
  tourists,	
  
conferences	
  

• Businesses	
  as	
  advocates!	
  



Bike Tourism 



Europe! 
•  44 billion Euros for bike 

tourism 

$57 
billion 



Wisconsin! 
•  Nearly a billion dollars 

from bike tourism 

$924 
million 



Iowa! 

 
… at least 

$365 
million 



 

More State Bike 
Tourism Studies 
•   Arizona 

•   Michigan 

•   Oregon 

•   Montana? 



Cities! 

 
… how many bike tourists? 

 





Lanesboro, MN  (just 800 people) 
$25 million 









Business	
  Priori=es:	
  
Ø  Increased	
  customers	
  

and	
  sales	
  	
  	
  

Ø  Ample	
  parking	
  

Ø  Employee	
  
producDvity	
  

Ø  Public	
  safety	
  	
  



Increased	
  
Customers	
  &	
  Sales:	
  
Ø Shop	
  closer	
  to	
  home	
  

Ø Shop	
  more	
  oKen	
  

Ø NoDce	
  more	
  businesses	
  
–	
  traveling	
  at	
  human	
  scale	
  
speed	
  

Ample	
  parking:	
  
Ø Easily	
  hop	
  off	
  and	
  park	
  
Ø For	
  free	
  	
  
Ø In	
  front	
  of	
  their	
  
desDnaDon	
  



Employee	
  
Produc=vity:	
  
Ø Fewer	
  sick	
  days	
  
Ø More	
  producDve	
  

Ø Higher	
  task	
  accuracy	
  

Public	
  Safety:	
  
Ø Fewer	
  car	
  and	
  bike	
  
accidents	
  

Ø Add	
  more	
  ‘eyes	
  and	
  
ears’	
  to	
  a	
  district	
  



Research 
Bike Tourism 

Tool #1 



Tool #2 

Dollars, Stories & Anecdotes 





#3 Forge partnerships 
 



#3 Forge partnerships 
 

#4 Bike-travel friendly towns 
 
 



#3 Forge partnerships 
 

#4 Bike-travel friendly towns 
 

#5 Build and brand networks 
 
 







Michigan!  
A Cycling Destination 
 
Bicycle Routes  
20 & 35 
 
•  Local interest and support 
 
•   Mix of existing facilities  

  
•   Adjacent state and national links  

•   Statewide economic impact study 





ACA Website on bike tourism communiuties 

www.adventurecycling.org/usbrs 
 

www.adventurecycling.org/outreach/biketravelfriendly 
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