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What is a Bicycle 
Friendly State? 
A Bicycle Friendly State (BFS) promotes 
cycling through legislation, policies 
and programs. They create new places 
to ride, educate motorists and cyclists, 
and encourage people to bike for 
transportation and recreation. 

Why Should States 
Become Bicycle 
Friendly?
 All state applicants receive detailed 

feedback that can serve as an action 
plan to improve conditions for bicycling 
— often with tremendous results.

 Bicycle Friendly States serve as 
models for the rest of the country. The 
annual rankings allow states to see 
how their bicycle-friendly efforts stack 
up nationally.

 Becoming a BFS is vital for a happier, 
healthier, and more sustainable future. 

The BFS Program
The BFS Program annually ranks 
and recognizes states that actively 
support bicycling. States that apply 
for a BFS award receive further 
recognition and promotion for 
their efforts, as well as feedback 
and technical assistance to improve 
bicycling legislation, projects, and 
programs. 

The Bicycle Friendly State Program is generously supported by 

program partners the Bikes Belong Coalition and Trek’s One World 

Two Wheels program.
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New Jersey is so proud and excited to be 

given the Bronze Level Award... very proud! 

We have worked extremely hard! – Sheree J. 

Davis, New Jersey Dept. of Transportation

 

The Bicycle Friendly State designation 

recognizes the hard work and cooperation 

among local and state agencies, bicycle 

groups, and health professionals. The 

designation is an incentive to continue to 

refine and develop projects, policies, and 

priorities to retain the position as a Bicycle 

Friendly State. – Washington Governor Chris Gregoire

 

The BFS ranking has helped us evaluate our 

priorities and will influence our goals over 

the coming years. – Minnesota SNTC Committee 

Chair, Susan Koschak
Silver BFS Bronze BFS
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