The following summary has been prepared
by the League of American Bicyclists, in
conjunction with its insurance administra-
tor, to provide answers to questions we
frequently receive from clubs relative to
the League’s insurance program. We have
tried to provide explanations that are
easy-to-understand for people who are not
in the insurance business. Itisimportant
to note, however, that this document does
not guarantee coverage for any claims
under the League’s insurance program,
and does not alter coverage provided by
the actual insurance policies. Only the
insurance policy itself shall be used to
determine whether coverage applies for a
particular claim. If you are an insured club
and are interested in receiving a complete
copy of the insurance policy, contact the
League at 202-822-1333.

Q: Can | purchase this insurance if | am not
a“""liated with the League?

No, only League registered clubs and advo-
cacy organizations have the opportunity to
purchase this insurance.

Q: How do | insure my club?

After your club is registered with the League,
purchase coverage online at www.amerspec.
com/lab. Or, if you prefer, complete the en-
rollment form contained in this brochure and
return it to American Specialty along with the
appropriate premium.

Q: How do | insure my special event?

A League club must complete the Club packet
and provide an estimation of the number of
participants and return it to American Spe-
cialty. American Specialty will mail a Premium
Submission form at the time the addendum
is issued. This Premium Submission form is

to be completed after the event and should
relect the actual number of participants for
premium calculation. This too can be done
online.

Q: How long does it typically take for a
certi#cate of insurance to be issued?

All certi#tcates are issued within 72 hours of
the request, and in the majority of cases, can
be issued on a same-day basis.
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Q. Ismy club properly insured against li-
ability claims for normal club activities?
League aS$liated clubs are eligible to buy
insurance protection against general liability
claims that may be made against them by
people injured as a result of a regular club
activity — such as a ride. So, if a club member
on aregularly scheduled club ride collides
with a pedestrian and both are injured, both
may choose to sue the club alleging the

club was negligent in its responsibilities and
therefore contributed to the injury. The club is
insured for bodily injury claims, and the policy
covers defense costs (to pay an attorney to
defend you) and damages (if the court #nds
the club to be liable for all or part of the loss
su%ered by the injured people) for covered
claims. The club’s position will be strength-
ened if the member who brings a lawsuit has
signed a waiver agreeing not to sue the club.
The League’s recommended waiver can be
accessed at www.amerspec.com/lab.

The program also o%ers participant
accident insurance for club members if they
are injured while participating in regularly
scheduled club rides and events. This is essen-
tially secondary medical insurance — so if the
club member mentioned above is injured and
they have no primary medical insurance they
may #le a claim to cover the medical costs
of the injury up to a &10,000 limit (claims are
reported to American Specialty, the League’s
insurance administrator). A person who has
primary medical insurance can also #le a
claim, but the League’s coverage will apply
only to bills that are not covered by primary
insurance (such as a co-pay). The pedestrian,
who is not a member of the club, may not
make such a claim.

Q. For special events?

If your club organizes a ride that is open to
non-members and there’s an entrance fee for
the ride, this is considered a special event.
An example would be your big century ride
or fundraising ride for the local Kiwanis club.
In this instance, the club would need to pur-
chase the same two types of insurance pro-
tection — that is, both general liability and
participant accident — for that speci#c event.
If two riders collide and are injured, one a
member of your club and one not, both have

the same opportunity to seek reimbursement
of medical expenses if their primary coverage
is insu$cient or non-existent. If either or both
of the riders decide to sue the club because
they feel the route planning or warnings were
insu$cient, the club is protected against both.

As before, the club’s position will be
enormously strengthened against both riders
if they have signed a waiver - you would want
to get a“waiver and release of liability” signed
by every one of the participants, even if they
are already a club member and signed a
waiver when they joined the club or renewed
their membership. The League’s recommend-
ed waiver can be accessed at www.amerspec.
com/lab.

A non-member is given participant acci-
dent coverage for one ride only (the #rst ride
in which they participate as a non-member).

Q. Some of our volunteer Ride Leaders are
worried about their insurance coverage —
should they be?

No. First of all, for regularly scheduled club
rides they are covered for any injuries they
themselves may sustain while on the ride

as part of the participant accident policy.
Secondly, assuming that the ride leader is a
member of the club, they are protected by
the general liability coverage of the club,
should a claim be made against them or the
club.

Q. What coverage do we need for an event
or series of rides that is open to the public
but we don’t charge a fee for participation?
If the club has purchased insurance for club
activities, members participating in sched-
uled activities are protected by the partici-
pant accident coverage and the club is pro-
tected by the general liability insurance. Non-
members on the ride will be covered by the
participant accident coverage provided it is
their #rst ride with the club — otherwise they
wouldn't be. However, a new optional cover-
age is available that enables you to purchase
coverage for those who are not members or
#rst-time guests. For more information about
this coverage, contact American Specialty at
1-800-245-2744.

If you have any questions concerning the League of American Bicyclists insurance program, please contact American Specialty:

Phone: 800-245-2744 www.amerspec.com/lab







