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About Transportation Alternatives

Our mission is to reclaim New York City's streets from the automobile, and to advocate for bicycling, walking and public transit as the best transportation alternatives.



EST: 1973

Members: 8,500

Staff: 2-dozen

Activists: 40,000

Volunteers:  Droves









Sweden’s Vision Zero policy
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BACKGROUND

In 1997, the Swedish National Parliament adopted a “Vision Zero” policy with the goal of reducing traffic-related deaths to zero by 2020

 

As far as any road traffic initiative in Sweden was concerned, ”Vision Zero” was to apply.

 

“Vision Zero” applies to all traffic projects and policies in Sweden

 

It is based on a refusal to accept human death or lifelong suffering as a result of road traffic and aims for a future society in which no one would be killed or seriously injured in road traffic.

 

In 2001, the European Union Parliament passed a resolution to halve the number of road deaths in member countries by 2010.

 

According to “Vision Zero,” this responsibility is shared by all those who have an effect on, or participate in road traffic: politicians, planners, road managers, police, vehicle manufacturers, advocates, transport service providers, mass transit companies, freight companies and all road users.

 

This long-term focus is in line with Vision Zero and means that no European citizen need be killed or seriously injured on roads.

 

PRINCIPLES OF SWEDEN’S VISION ZERO

Ethics: human life and health are paramount and take priority over mobility and other objectives of the road traffic system;

Responsibility: providers and regulators of the road traffic system share responsibility with users;

Safety: road traffic systems should take account of human fallibility and minimize both the opportunities for errors and the harm done when they occur; and

Mechanisms for change: providers and 	regulators must do their utmost to guarantee the safety of all citizens; they must cooperate with road users; and all three must be readyto change to achieve safety.
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Road Fatalities: Sweden vs. New York City 
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Road Fatalities Sweden vs. United States
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Leading Causes of Death 
United States, All Ages

2002-2006

•Heart Disease 3,318,249
•Cancer 2,787,261
•Stroke 751,133
•Respiratory Disease 628,701
•Diabetes 368,174
•Alzheimer's Disease 332,319
•Influenza & Pneumonia 309,835
•Unintentional Motor Vehicle 218,168
•Suicide 161,515
•Liver Disease 136,858
•Hypertension 114,034
•Parkinson's Disease 92,055
•Homicide 89,424
•HIV 65,472
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Top 5

2002‐2006

New York City  New York State United States
All Ages All Ages All Ages

Unintentional Fall (2200)
Unintentional Motor 

 

Vehicle (7,713)*
Unintentional Motor 

 

Vehicle (218,168)*

Unintentional Motor 

 

Vehicle (1,993)* Unintentional Fall (5,128)
Unintentional 

 

Poisoning (109,106)

Homicide Firearm (1811)
Unintentional Poisoning 

 

(4.676)
Unintentional Fall 

 

(92,772)

Suicide, Hanging & 

 

Strangulation (744) Homicide Firearm (2,740)
Suicide Firearm 

 

(84,650)

Undetermined Intent, 

 

Unspecified (626) Suicide Firearm (2,092)
Homicide Firearm 

 

(60,516)

Leading Causes of Injury Death 

*Motor Vehicle and Pedestrian Numbers Combined, where applicable. 
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When elementary school students James Rice, Juan Estrada and Victor Flores were all killed on Brooklyn’s 3rd Avenue within 2-years, the neighborhood was shocked. Partnering with Groundswell Community Mural Project, local students created a 30-foot high mural along 3rd Avenue, memorializing the three boys and raising public awareness about the absolute necessity to respect human life on the roads
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