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AAA Efforts on Distracted Driving

» National campaign to pass texting bans in all
50 states

» Supporting full wireless bans for teen drivers

» Supporting comprehensive distracted driving
legislation

» AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety “safety
culture” research

» Heads Up Driving Week

» Public outreach through news media, member
magazines, member e-newsletters, online
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USA TODAY New laws hel
enforcement

education are keys to success.

Text messaging can be a wonderful thing. A kidnapping|
Texas managed to text authorities from a car trunk, and
earthquake victim in Haiti trapped under a grocery store
for help. Both were rescued. Texting has also given Am
new, convenient way to contribute to charity: $30 million)
counting has been donated by text to Haitian relief efford

But the ubiquity of texting — Americans send about 135
month — has an increasingly familiar downside. Nearly
each year involve distracted driving, according to Natio
Traffic Safety Administration data. That's mare than the

from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan so far.

Although the distracted-driving category also includes si
as talking on cellphones, conversing with passengers a
texting while driving is the clearest menace because it
looking away from the road. New laws are needed and,
important, new attitudes.

Surveys show overwhelming public supportto ban drivi
texting, but only 19 states and Washingtan, D.C., outlaw
As USATODAY's Larry Copeland reported Maonday, 23
debating legislation to do the same. Too often, it takes a|
accident to spur action.

New laws, though helpful supplements to existing restri
Enforcement is difficult because so much texting goes o
necessarily overcome the irresistible temptation some d|
electronic message

The experience with other highway safety issues, such

suggests it takes a combination of laws, enforcement and education to changg

reduce the carnage,
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Texting while behind the wheel

States in dark blue ban texting for all drivers. Light blue indicates states weighing legislation to ban texting for all
drivers. Gray indicates stales with no active legislation. White indicates states with no legislative session

scheduled for 2010
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The fight against distracted driving may be at B
atipping point as 23 states debate legislation
to ban texting while driving, a practice 19
states already prohibit.

“Legislators are looking to see if it (texting) is Li
enough of a safety issue that they need to
intervene,” says Anne Teigen, a
transportation specialist for the National
Conference of State Leqislatures, who says
184 bills concerning various forms of
distracted driving, including texting, are
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States go after texting drivers

By Larry Copeland, USA TODAY
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being debated in 34 states. They often get

involved because there's a high-prafile
accident that had to do with texting. Also, because everybody has a cellphone now.”
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All Driver Text Messaging Laws
March 1, 2010

Prohibits all drivers from text messaging while driving: 19 states + D.C.
(secondary enforcement in Louisiana, New York, Virginia, and Washington)

Strong legislative prospects for new law: 14 states

No law/Not in session in 2010/Facing legislative challenges : 17 states




All Driver Handheld Cell Phone Bans

March 1, 2010

(D.C))

ra

Prohibits all drivers from handheld cell phone use while driving: 6 states +
D.C. (secondary enforcement in California and Washington)

Strong legislative prospects for new law: 0 states

No law/Not in session in 2010/Facing legislative challenges : 44 states




Federal Activity to Address Texting

» In 2009, 6 bills introduced to sanction or

incentivize states to adopt texting and
handheld bans

» $50 million for incentive grants and public
education included in President’s 2011
proposed budget

» Transportation reauthorization bill is vehicle
but unlikely to become law in 2010




How Bicyclists Can Help

» Texting campaigns in states are atypical for
traffic safety

» Write, call your legislators
» Write your newspapers

» Join other safety groups on other safety
issues that impact all road users
- Teen driver safety
> Drunk drivers




