
Justin McNaull
AAA





 National campaign to pass texting bans in all 
50 states

 Supporting full wireless bans for teen drivers
 Supporting comprehensive distracted driving 

legislation
 AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety “safety 

culture” research
 Heads Up Driving Week
 Public outreach through news media, member 

magazines, member e-newsletters, online 





(D.C.)

Prohibits all drivers from text messaging while driving: 19 states + D.C. 
(secondary enforcement in Louisiana, New York, Virginia, and Washington)

No law/Not in session in 2010/Facing legislative challenges : 17 states

All Driver Text Messaging LawsAll Driver Text Messaging Laws
March 1, 2010March 1, 2010

Strong legislative prospects for new law: 14 states



(D.C.)

Prohibits all drivers from handheld cell phone use while driving: 6 states + 
D.C. (secondary enforcement in California and Washington)

No law/Not in session in 2010/Facing legislative challenges : 44 states

All Driver Handheld Cell Phone BansAll Driver Handheld Cell Phone Bans
March 1, 2010March 1, 2010

Strong legislative prospects for new law: 0 states



 In 2009, 6 bills introduced to sanction or 
incentivize states to adopt texting and 
handheld bans

 $50 million for incentive grants and public 
education included in President’s 2011 
proposed budget

 Transportation reauthorization bill is vehicle 
but unlikely to become law in 2010



 Texting campaigns in states are atypical for 
traffic safety

 Write, call your legislators
 Write your newspapers
 Join other safety groups on other safety 

issues that impact all road users
◦ Teen driver safety
◦ Drunk drivers


