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Today, more than 4,566 schools 
and communities in all corners 
of the United States are working to 
encourage children to safely walk and 
bicycle to school with funding from the 
National Safe Routes to School program.
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Today, more than 4,566 schools and communities in all corners of the United States are working to encourage children to safely walk and bicycle to school with funding from the National Safe Routes to School program





On the Ground

Safe Routes to School by the Numbers

Number of State SRTS Coordinators (including DC)

Amount of Federal funds available to states*

Amount of Federal funds awarded by State DOTs*

Percentage of Federal funds awarded

Number of funded schools throughout the U.S.

Number of States with programs that contribute 
information to SRTS national database

51

$416 Million

$370.6 Million

89

4,566

47

* As of January 1, 2009



Case study: Bear Creek Elementary, Boulder, CO
A car-free commute changes habits of entire families



At a glance: 
Student Population:  365 students
Original Percentage of walkers/bikers: 41 percent 

Current Percentage:  70 percent and growing!
Federal funds awarded: 
$ 36,101 Awarded 2008; Shared among 3 schools  (Bear Creek received $11,000)
$ 73,000 Awarded 2007; Shared among 6 schools for Education and Encouragement
$154,000 Awarded 2009 to City of Boulder to retrofit an intersection near Bear Creek 

Elementary

Results:

• 2007-2008 school year:  30 percent reduction in cars and 
corresponding traffic congestion during the 2007-2008 school year

• September 2008:  students accrued 4,800 miles from 6,600 Car-Free Commute trips 
in one month

Bear Creek Elementary’s Car-Free Commute Program

On the Ground
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At a glance:  Bear Creek Elementary School has 365 students, of which only 41 percent walked or bicycled to school. Today that rate is 70 percent and growing. 

Federal funds awarded:  $36,101 shared with another two schools in 2008 ($11,000 went to Bear Creek); $73,000 shared among six schools in 2007 for education and encouragement; an infrastructure award of $154,000 to the City of Boulder to retrofit an intersection near school by 2009. 

Results:  A City of Boulder study conducted during the first year of the school’s Car-Free Commute program (2007-2008) showed a 36 percent reduction in cars and corresponding traffic congestion. During the program’s second year, students accrued 4,800 miles from 6,600 Car-Free Commute trips in a single month (September 2008).



Green Street Elementary School, Brattleboro, VT
Many reasons to walk safely – snow or shine

On the Ground



At a glance: 
Student Population:  265 students
Percentage of Free/Reduced Lunch students: 48 percent 
Located in downtown Brattleboro, VT

Federal funds awarded: 
$18,000  Awarded 2006 for public education and encouragement programs
$  6,975  Awarded 2008 for public education and encouragement programs 

Results:

• Forty percent reduction in the number of speeding cars 
in the school zone

• Education efforts improved walking conditions for adults as well as children

• Walking school buses have tripled

Green Street Elementary
On the Ground

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At a glance:  Green Street Elementary in Brattleboro, Vermont, is close to downtown and has 265 students of which 48 percent are in low income bracket. 

Federal funds awarded:  $18,000 in 2006 and $6,975 in 2008 for public education and encouragement programs. 

Results:  Forty percent reduction in the number of cars that speed in the school zone. Education efforts improved walking conditions for adults as well as children. Walking school buses have tripled.



Auburn School District, Auburn, WA
Saving in transportation costs 

On the Ground



At a glance: 
Number of Schools: 22
Student Population:  14,500

Funds awarded: 
$306,000 total funds awarded 2006 for sidewalks, bike lanes, and other 

improvements  (Federal: $185,000.  State: $121,000)

Results:
• $220,000 in annual savings in student transportation costs

• At one school, walking and bicycling reduced the number of 
buses needed from six to one.

• Pioneer Elementary School, where 85 percent of students now walk or 
bicycle to school, reports higher test scores.

Auburn School District, Washington
On the Ground
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At a glance:  The Auburn School District in Auburn, Washington is saving in transportation costs through Safe Routes to School programs at its 22 schools, which serve 14,500 students. 

Federal funds awarded:  $306,000 in 2006 for sidewalks, bike lanes and other improvements.

Results: $220,000 in annual savings in student transportation costs. Walking and bicycling reduced the number of buses needed at one school from six to one. 

Added benefit: Higher test scores at Pioneer Elementary School, where 85 percent of students now walk or bicycle to school. 



Smyrna School District, Smyrna, DE
Safety is for everyone 



At a glance: 
Number of Schools: 3 schools
Percentage of Free/Reduced Lunch students:     26 - 42 percent 

Federal funds awarded: 
$523,000  Awarded from 2007 to 2008 to be shared among the 3 schools
Projects included sidewalks, crosswalks and curb construction, and 

education programs

Results:

• Collaboration between the school district, Town of Smyrna, and 
Delaware DOT enabled improvements adjacent to one school to be 
completed in six weeks.

• Most of the work was completed before school began in August 2008

School District of Smyrna, Delaware
On the Ground
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At a glance:  Smyrna School District is a small school district. The number of children in low income families at three elementary schools range from 26 to 42 percent of students.

Federal funds awarded:  $523,000 from 2007 to 2008 for the three schools, including sidewalks, crosswalks and curb construction, plus education programs. 

Added benefit:  Thanks to collaboration between school district, Town of Smyrna and Delaware DOT the improvements adjacent to North Smyrna Elementary were completed in six weeks, with most of the work completed before school began in August 2008.



National Center for 
Safe Routes to School Activities

• Technical Assistance

• Training

• Marketing and Promotion

• Tracking

• Research and Evaluation

NCSRTS 
Overview



Tracking, Research and Evaluation 
How we get information & what we do with it

NCSRTS 
Overview



Data system use
• 26K student travel 

forms (by classroom)

• 154K parent surveys

• 47 states

• 1932 schools

(As of 2-2-09)

NCSRTS 
Overview



Tracking Report Information
• $370.6 million in total spending as of January 1, 2009.

• States have committed 89 percent of the $416M available 
to states through 2008. 

• During 4th quarter of 2008, 37 percent of program 
applications were selected for funding (5,890 applied).

• Sixty-three percent of states have awarded funding for their 
second, third or fourth cycles or have a rolling application or 
other process for awarding funds.  
– Thirty-five percent have awarded funding for their first 

cycle.

NCSRTS 
Overview
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