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Topics

1) Share the Road video

2) Police training course

3) Prosecution – negligent 
vehicular homicide

4) Traffic law – 3’ clearance

5) View the video…

LIB’s Share the Road video

- Sent to:  900 Illinois driver education programs, 
900 Illinois police agencies, many other states

Video – content

- Directed to new motorists

- Bicyclists’ road status and 
proper cycling (mostly!)

- Avoiding common crashes 
(“danger zones”)

- Pre-test and post-test 
with teacher guide

Video – project history

- $21K in Traffic Safety 402 funds (3rd try)

- Partner with Secretary of State, driver ed assn 
on format, script, distribution, promotion

- Key part-time hire

- Completed 9/06

Video – production

- Dean and Sandy!!!

- Robbie Ventura narration

- 2 camera days plus editing



Bicycling Enforcement for Bicycling Enforcement for 

Safe Roads Safe Roads 

League of Illinois BicyclistsLeague of Illinois Bicyclists

Police Training Course

- “Bicycle Enforcement for Safe Roads”

- $23K grant – Traffic Safety 402 funds (100%)

- Half-day courses through regional training units

- Peter Flucke (WE BIKE) – consulted on start-up

- Summaries sent to all police agencies in IL

- Illinois Bicycle Law cards

- Safe Roads week – also PSA radio campaign

Legal Status of Bicycles in Legal Status of Bicycles in 

IllinoisIllinois
The Highway Safety TriangleThe Highway Safety Triangle
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Encouragement Example

How How Bicycle CrashesBicycle Crashes HappenHappen
Mantra for safe bicycling Mantra for safe bicycling 

Cyclists fare best 
when they act and 

are treated 
like other vehicles 

on the road 



Use the rightUse the right--most lane most lane 

to your destinationto your destination

Signal, then shift lanes Signal, then shift lanes 

before the intersection before the intersection 

to avoid cutto avoid cut--offsoffs

Lane positionsLane positions Sidewalk and sidepathsSidewalk and sidepaths

In each case, motorist  In each case, motorist  

looks where an onlooks where an on--

road cyclist would road cyclist would 

be be ---- on right side of on right side of 

road road ---- and not and not 

where the cyclist where the cyclist 

actually is actually is 

Law Enforcement Officers Law Enforcement Officers 
as as 

EducatorsEducators

�� EnforcementEnforcement
�� Oral warningOral warning

�� Written warningWritten warning

�� CitationCitation

�� JailJail

�� EducationEducation
�� One on oneOne on one

�� Bicycle rodeosBicycle rodeos

�� AssembliesAssemblies

Laws to Focus OnLaws to Focus On

Crash Investigation & Crash Investigation & 

ReportingReporting
Prosecution



Prosecution – gap in the law?

- Sept. 2006 bicyclist death in Urbana IL

- Motorist could be charged with:

1) Petty offense (improper lane usage)

2) Reckless homicide (class 2 felony)

- Secretary of State has discretion to 
suspend license after fatality

Negligent vehicular homicide

- State bill to close the hole between petty 
offense and felony

- Increased penalties when driver 
negligently causes death of another

- Automatic suspended license

- Many states have negligent vehicular 
homicide now, others do not

Traffic laws Traffic laws

- Uniform Vehicle Code defines bicyclists’
legal status on roads, many other rules

- Compare your states’ laws with others –
good resources available

- First meet with relevant groups (police, 
Secretary of State, DOT, etc.) to explain

3 feet min. passing clearance

- Law in 8 states – others now have bills

- Clarifies “safe passing distance” law as 
it relates to cars passing bikes 

- No new passing               
requirements!

- Educational benefit


